A patient with gallbladder cancer with paraaortic lymph node and hepatic metastases who has survived for more than 13 years after the primary extended radical operation.
Gallbladder cancer is a disease with poor prognosis, especially when it is associated with distant metastasis. Here we report a rare case of a patient with gallbladder cancer with extensive local and distant lymph node metastases and multiple liver metastases who has survived for more than 13 years through aggressive treatments. A 54-year-old woman developed right upper quadrant pain. Computed tomography (CT) revealed a papillary tumor in the gallbladder. Low-density tumors in segments 4, 5, and 8 of the liver and extensive paraaortic lymph node swelling were observed. She underwent central hepatic bisectionectomy and paraaortic lymphadenectomy. Two months later, hepatic metastases were found in segments 2, 3, 6, and 7, and percutaneous ethanol injection and transcatheter arterial chemoembolization were performed. Twelve months after the first surgery, CT revealed lymph node swelling around the right external iliac artery and behind the left renal vein. Metastatic lymph node dissection and resection and reconstruction of the right external iliac artery and vein with artificial graft replacements were performed. Two months later, CT revealed a paraesophageal lymph node swelling, which was treated by radiotherapy. At present, 13 years after the first surgery, and 11 years after the last radiotherapy, she is alive without any sign of recurrence.